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Delaware earns top ranking
in  broadband speed report
A report from  an online monitoring  firm has 

Delaware ranking at or near the top when it 
comes to the speed of  broadband Internet 

connections. The report comes from Akamai  a  
cloud computing services and content delivery 
network based in Massachusetts. 

  Mediacom adding fiber options, 5

Higher  broadband speeds are essential in 
delivering cloud-based services that allow companies 
to store and distribute data via remote servers at data 
centers. 

Delaware is the top state for all five measured 
categories including: average and peak connection 

Delaware  stands out with the dark green designation 
on this map of broadband speeds from services 
company Akamai. No 2 is Virginia.Continued on next page

http://www.akamai.com


speeds, broadband and high broadband connectivity 
and 4K readiness. 4K  streams generally require  
between 10 - 20 megabits per second of bandwidth. 
The ranking provides an insight into the states most 
likely to be able to sustain such high -speed  streams 
that could be used for video and other types of 
transmissions.

On a year-over-year basis, all of the states in the 
top 10 saw significantly higher average connection 
speeds as compared to the second quarter of 2013, 
Akamai reported. New Hampshire had the smallest 
yearly increase across the group, at 20 percent, while 
Delaware’s 50 percent  jump was the largest. Across 

the whole country, only Kansas saw its average 
connection speed more than double over the last 
year, up 106 percent (to 3.4 Mbps). Every state saw 
more than 10 percent  growth on a yearly basis.

The report dealt with numerous issues worldwide 
including distributed denial of service attacks. This 
occurs when multiple requests flood a site and cause 
it to slow down or not function.

Akamai customers reported 270  attacks in 
the second quarter, down from 283 in the first 
quarter, marking the second consecutive quarter 
with a decline and a drop of 15 percent  year 
over year. Although  the number of  such  attacks 

worldwide  is down, the Americas showed an 11 
percent  increase in the number of attacks, claiming 
57 percent  of all reported attacks. Meanwhile, 
Asia Pacific has experienced the largest decline 
in reported DDoS attacks quarter over quarter, 
dropping 23 percent  from the first quarter to the 
second quarter.

 Europe, Middle East and Africa remained in 
third place with a modest decline of 14 percent, 
amounting to 18 percent  of all reported DDoS 
attacks. In the second quarter, attacks against the 
high tech sector continued an upward trend with a 
60 percent  increase.
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Delaware Art museum retires debt with sale of paintings

The Board of Trustees of the Delaware Art 
Museum announced  that the museum’s 
$19.8 million bond debt, issued in 2003 

to finance an ill-timed expansion, was  paid in full 
on September 30.

After years of attempting to retire the 
debt through fund-raising, refinancing, and 
partnerships, the museum’s trustees voted 
unanimously in March  to sell up to four works of 
art from its 12,500-object collection.

The bond debt will be paid with proceeds from 
the sale of William Holman Hunt’s Isabella and 
the Pot of Basil (1868), the recent private sale of 
Alexander Calder’s Black Crescent (1959), and 
funds from the museum’s investment portfolio. 
Proceeds from the sale of Winslow Homer’s 
Milking Time (1875) and a possible fourth work 
are expected to replenish the investment portfolio 
when the sales are completed. No works of art 
acquired through gifts will be sold.

“Payment of this debt is a critical milestone 
in the history of the Delaware Art Museum,” 
says Delaware Art Museum CEO Mike Miller. 
“This process has been excruciatingly difficult 
for everyone involved. Thankfully, we have been 

bolstered and supported by our loyal members and 
donors. We are so appreciative of the overwhelming 
support from our community.”

The museum has paid a high price for the sales. 
It lost accreditation and dealt with widespread 
criticism in museum circles. However, others in the 
community  have said the museum had no choice. 
The museum operated without a director during 
the sale process.

Miller previously stated the museum might have 
to  close if the debt  burden was not addressed.

William Holman Hunt’s Isabella and the Pot of Basil. 
Image from Delaware Art Museum.

C ATHY MAT THE WS , SALES MANAGER

Covering your event needs from start to f inish – all in one place.

The holidays are just around the corner.
(And we’re right at your doorstep.)

UD Conference Services

http://www.delart.org
http://www.delart.org
http://www.udel.edu/conferences/


Sobieski Life Safety is your leading provider for
all your Fire Protection & Alarm System needs.  

• Design / Build
• Upgrades
• Retro-fits
• Emergency Service

• Quarterly & Annual 
Inspections

• Alarm System 
Monitoring

Contact Us Today!
sobiesklifesafety.com

(800) 321-1332

SOBIESKI LIFE SAFETY
FIRE PROTECTION & ALARM SYSTEMS

SobieskiLifeSafety.com

DelawareBusinessDaily.
com was voted  No. 1 in the 
Best Local Blogger category 
at  the annual Readers’ Choice 
promotion from the News 
Journal. Results were published 
in a special section in the 
Sunday, Sept. 28th Sunday 
edition and are now online.

“I want to thank our readers 
for their support of  our rapidly 
growing local news service  that uses blogging as 
part of a  digital toolbox that provides current and 
archived  business news and information free of 
charge,” said Doug Rainey, chief content officer 
and publisher of the website and its associated 
electronic business journal, The Delaware Business 
Bulletin.

“Blogging in Delaware is often viewed 
as a forum for political points of view, or 
individual passions,” Rainey said. “But there 
is room for more blogs that offer a variety of 
viewpoints and information that might not 
be available in the mass media.”  In the future 

DelawareBusinessDaily.com 
will feature links to top blogs in 
the state.

“The vote for 
DelawareBusinessDaily.com has 
even more  significance, given 
the changes that took place in 
the Readers’ Choice program in 
2014,”  Rainey said. He noted 
that voters now register and can 

only vote once for their choice. 
In the past, more frequent voting was allowed.

To find out more about DelawareBusinessDaily.
com and to sign up to receive The Business 
Bulletin, click here. Once on the home page, fill 
out the blue box on the right hand side of the 
page.

 Return the confirmation Email and you are 
subscribed to the weekly Bulletin electronic 
business journal and breaking news reports of 
interest to the business community in Delaware 
and adjacent areas. 

       

Business Daily website wins 
Readers’ Choice blog honor
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Federal  rural broadband program plays role 
Mediacom  rolling out  fiber for schools, business 

Mediacom Business  announced it 
is ready to  partner with schools 
and libraries in its service areas in a 

recently announced federal program to subsidize 
broadband and Wi-Fi for schools and libraries 
with their Gigabit+ Fiber Solutions. Service.

The Gigabit+ Fiber Solutions.service is also 
available for businesses in its service area in 
Delaware.

Mediacom provides cable TV and broadband  
service in portions of Sussex County as well as 
Delaware City in New Castle County.  Delaware 
was recently ranked as having the fastest 
broadband access among the 50 states. (See story 
on page 1).

Dan Templin, senior vice president of Mediacom 
Business, said the Federal Communications 
Commission has approved a plan to phase out 
funding under a program known as E-rate for 
antiquated technologies like pagers and dial-up 
phone service, redirecting  $2 billion to boost 

wireless Internet connectivity in U.S. schools and 
libraries over the next two years.

Templin said his company has local 
representatives available  to advise and consult 
about implementing Gigabit+ Fiber Solution  
in conjunction with the FCC announcement. 
“Approximately 1,000 schools in the communities 
we serve have access to the Internet over our high-

capacity fiber network. We have a unique ability to 
scale broadband to the exact requirements of each 
individual school, and the expertise to manage and 
monitor these services around the clock.”

It should be a priority for every business and 
city – it’s just as critical as providing water and 
electricity and it will be what drives economic 
development,” said Kristi Salmon of Mediacom. 
“With Gigabit+ services via fiber, we are talking 
about big data that needs this kind of throughput 
and community anchor institutions that need 
connectivity for multiple locations so everyone 
can access that data simultaneously in real time – 
whereever  they are.  This is a huge leap for rural 
America and  Mediacom Business is providing the 
type of service that traditionally was only available 
in larger metro areas.”

Mediacom is the nation’s eighth-largest cable 
provider and the largest serving rural areas, 
according to company statements.
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Carrier pursues 
big city strategy

In what could be an ominous development for 
New Castle Airport, (ILG),   Frontier Airlines is 
expected to return  to Philadelphia.

The airline announced  nonstop flights from 
Philadelphia International Airport to Miami, 
Orlando, and Tampa, Fla., and Cancun, Mexico, 
in December. Atlanta, Charlotte, N.C., and 
Chicago will be added in the  spring.

Frontier also announced a one-day sale on 
Tuesday  with fares as low as $15 one way from 
Philadelphia.

Frontier will offer flights from New Castle to 
Tampa and Orlando this winter and has not ruled 
out resuming additional service from New Castle 
this summer.

 Frontier is dropping service to Chicago, Denver, 
Fort Meyers and  Atlanta in the fall from New 
Castle.

Frontier is now owned by Indigo Partners and 

with a beefed up management team in place is not 
afraid to add flights in larger airports.  Frontier 
had previously dropped Philadelphia from its flight 
schedule.  Indigo previously owned a controlling 
interest in Spirit Airlines, which also flies out of 
Philadelphia.

The carrier now sees opportunities in major 
markets, due to airline mergers, including the 
combination of US Airways and American Airlines. 

Until Indigo took over, the airline had tended to 
look at airports with lower landing fees. It is now 

testing whether it can compete head-to-head with 
Spirit in Cleveland, Ohio.

There will be no  overlapping non-stop  flights 
out of Philadelphia between Frontier and Spirit 
Spirit offers non-stops from Philadelphia to Dallas, 
Las Vegas and on a seasonal basis, Myrtle Beach. 
Like Spirit, Frontier operates with the ultra-low fare 
model that includes charges for all luggage.

Frontier  recently added service at Chicago 
O’Hare, one of the nation’s two busiest airports to 
its system, while beefing up its flight schedule in 
Cleveland, a city that has seen a reduction in flights 
from bigger carriers.

Critics have claimed that air fares from 
Philadelphia have crept up since the merger, 
although the two carriers still operate separately.

Frontier told Philly.com it has no plans to slash 
service from Trenton/Mercer County. The airline 
has beefed up  flights from the airport, which also 
serves a large swatch of New Jersey. Much of the 
market for the New Castle Airport is within a 30 to 
45-minute drive of Philadelphia.  Frontier launched 

Frontier to resume flights to Philadelphia

A Frontier jet on approach to New Castle 
Airport. Todd Miller photo.

Continued on next page
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Targets include Xbox game 
system, Army technology

F our members of an international computer 
hacking ring have been charged with 
breaking into computer networks of 

technology companies and the U.S. Army and 
stealing more than $100 million in intellectual 
property and other proprietary data. 

The charges were announced on Tuesday, with 
prosecutors releasing various items including autdio 

and this screen capture of a hacking session.  Two 
of the charged members have already pleaded 
guilty.  The alleged cyber theft included software 
and data related to the Xbox One gaming console 
and Xbox Live online gaming system; popular 
games such as “Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3” 
and “Gears of War 3”;  and proprietary software 
used to train military helicopter pilots.

 U.S. Attorney Charles M. Oberly III of the 
District of Delaware, Assistant Attorney General 
Leslie R. Caldwell of the Justice Department’s 
Criminal Division, and Special Agent in Charge 

Stephen E. Vogt of the FBI’s Baltimore Field Office 
made the announcement.

 
“Electronic breaking and entering of computer 

networks and the digital looting of identities 
and intellectual property have become much too 
common,” said  Oberly.  “These are not harmless 
crimes, and those who commit them should not 
believe they are safely beyond our reach.” 

The indictments  touch on a shadowy area of the 
tech world that believes companies keep prices too 
high and justifies hacking as a way to reduce those 
costs. Hackers also look for buyers of the code that 
can then  be illegally distributed. 

 
Nathan Leroux, 20, of Bowie, Md; Sanadodeh 

Nesheiwat, 28, of Washington, N.J.; David 
Pokora, 22, of Mississauga, Ontario, Canada; and 
Austin Alcala, 18, of McCordsville, Ind., were 
charged in an 18-count superseding indictment 
returned by a federal grand jury in the District 
of Delaware on April 23, 2014, and unsealed  on 
charges in the indictment include conspiracies to 
commit computer fraud, copyright infringement, 
wire fraud, mail fraud, identity theft and theft 
of trade secrets.  The defendants are also charged 

service from New Castle in July 2013 and saw 
flights running at 90 percent occupancy . At the 
time, Frontier executives cited the hassles of flying 
out of Philadelphia, which has a limited number of 
runways and is prone to flight delays. By contrast, 
the New Castle Airport has been praised for its 
level of service and features such as free parking. By 
contrast, travelers can pay as much as $20 a day for 
parking near the terminal in Philadelphia. News of 
service cuts from New Castle  has angered travelers 

who said the full flights showed the popularity of 
the service. 

However, aviation analysts cautioned that airlines 
will seek markets where fares have soared an profits 
are potentially greater.

Click on the link below for the full story: from 
Philly.com

Frontier Airlines to return to Phila..

From previous page 

‘Hackers’ accused of  stealing $100 mil. in intellectual property

Frontier service launched in 2013

Continued on next page
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with individual counts of aggravated identity 
theft, unauthorized computer access, copyright 
infringement and wire fraud.

 
On Tuesday,  Pokora and Nesheiwat pleaded 

guilty to conspiracy to commit computer fraud 
and copyright infringement. Sentencings have yet 
to be scheduled.  Pokora was arrested on March 
28, while attempting to enter the United States at 
the Lewiston, N.Y.  Port of Entry.  Pokora’s plea 
is believed to be the first conviction of a foreign-
based individual for hacking into U.S. businesses 
to steal trade secret information. 

 
According to the superseding indictment and 

other court records, from January 2011 to March 
2014, the four men and others located in the 
United States and abroad allegedly hacked into 
the computer networks of Microsoft Corporation, 
Epic Games Inc., Valve Corporation, Zombie 
Studios and the U.S. Army.  The defendants and 
others allegedly obtained access to the victims’ 
computer networks through methods including 
SQL injection and the use of stolen user names 
and passwords of company employees and their 
software development partners.   

Once inside the victims’ computer networks, the 
conspirators accessed and stole unreleased software, 
software source code, trade secrets, copyrighted 
and pre-release works and other confidential 
and proprietary information.  Members of the 
conspiracy also allegedly stole financial and other 
sensitive information relating to the companies – 
but not their customers – and certain employees of 
such companies.

The  data cyber-theft allegedly included 
source code, technical specifications and related 
information for Microsoft’s then-unreleased 
Xbox One gaming console; intellectual property 

and proprietary data related to Xbox Live, 
Microsoft’s online multi-player gaming and 
media-delivery system; Apache helicopter 
simulator software developed by Zombie 
Studios for the U.S. Army; a pre-release version 
of Epic’s video game, “Gears of War 3;” and a 
pre-release version of Activision’s video game, 
“Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3.”  The 
defendants also allegedly conspired to use, share 
and sell the stolen information. 

 
The value of the intellectual property and 

other data that the defendants stole, as well as 
the costs associated with the victims’ responses 
to the conduct, is estimated to range between 

$100 million and $200 million.  To date, the 
United States has seized over $620,000 in cash and 
other proceeds related to the charged conduct.

 
In addition to those charged in the United 

States, an Australian citizen has been charged 
under Australian law for his alleged role in the 
conspiracy. 

 
  This case is being investigated by the FBI, and a 

number of other agencies in the U.S. and overseas.

     

Prosecutors claim hackers tapped into code on Army copter
From previous page 



ILC Dover, Frederica,  opened a new facility 
that will be used to test technology and 
products for homeland security, as well as 

protection of subway tunnels and other city 
facilities.

The security component of the facility is funded 
by the Department of Homeland Security and 
will be used to test the Resilient Tunnel Plug 
technology. 

Spin-off technologies for flood protection and 
mitigation will be tested in a second section of the 
facility which has been funded by ILC Dover. The 
Resilient Tunnel Plug program is a Department 
of Homeland Security Science and Technology 
Directorate effort to provide security to transit 
systems as protection from flooding in the event of 
a terrorist attack.

 The test facility is a full-scale model of a subway 
tunnel and was originally designed and built for 
DHS by West Virginia University for testing 
tunnel plug technologies. The initial test facility 
hardware was relocated to ILC Dover’s Frederica 
facility where the development, construction and 
modification of the test facility was completed.

“In 2008, we were approached by the Department 
of Homeland Security’s Science and Technology 
Directorate to help with an effort to support our 

nation’s security,” said ILC Dover President Fran 
DiNuzzo. “They approached us with the idea of 
designing a large plug that would hold back 30 feet 
of water inside a tunnel in the unfortunate event of 
a terrorist attack. Since that time we have enjoyed 
a great working relationship with the team at the 
Department of Homeland Security and the result 
of these efforts is the Resilient Tunnel Plug security 
system that protects American lives and our 
infrastructure.  In addition, following Superstorm 
Sandy in October of 2012, we were able to leverage 
lessons learned from this program and work with 
the City of New York to develop a series of novel 
Flood Protection Systems that can protect national 

and international transit operations. New York 
City represents the first round of this business 
expansion with protection against the threats of 
flooding due to storm events and global warming.”

“The creativity and ingenuity of our partners at 
ILC Dover, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, 
and West Virginia University have developed and 
tested several prototypes of this unique inflatable 
tunnel plug technology,” said DHS Under 
Secretary for Science and Technology Reginald 
Brothers. “Through their efforts and continued 

ILC Dover opens homeland security test facility 

Officials in New York City take a look at ILC Dover’s 
tunnel sealing technology in 2013.

Continued on next page
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Trustees of Color, an organization that works to 
expand the current pool of people of color serving 
on Delaware’s nonprofit boards to ensure diversity, 
will hold a Board Diversity Expo at the Food Bank 
of Delaware’s Milford facility on Monday, October 
13 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

 
Individuals of color interested in serving on boards 

and nonprofits seeking new board members will 
have the opportunity to network and talk about 
board and committee openings.

 
“Despite the fact that many of Delaware’s 

nonprofits have indicated a desire to diversify 
their boards, people of color remain significantly 
under-represented,” said Trustees of Color Founder 
Cynthia Primo Martin. Individuals of color 
interested in serving on nonprofit boards may 
register online at http://www.fbd.org/trustees-of-
color-nonprofit-board-expo/ (no cost to attend).  

The Delaware 
Business 
Bulletin is  

an electronic business 
journal published  in 
a digital format  each 
Wednesday by Bird 
Street Media, LLC, 
Newark, Del.

The Business Bulletin is now  accepting 
reservations for  advertising as well as 
sponsorship opportunities. 

For further information on advertising 
and  sponsorships, e-mail  drainey@
delawarebusinessdaily.com

 The Business Bulletin and the companion 
DelawareBusinessDaily.com website are 
proud members of  Local Independent 
News Publishers (LION).

hard work, the nation’s transportation systems 
will be more resilient to terrorist threats and 
natural disasters.”

“I am proud of our first-class workforce 
and the exciting things going on right here in 
the First State,” said U.S. Sen. Tom Carper, 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, 
(D-Del.). “The important and potentially 
life-saving work being done at ILC Dover is 
a great example of this. This also shows how 
partnerships between government, business and 
education have the potential to yield results that 
can impact not only the safety of our country, 
but the economy as well. I am thrilled to see this 
work going on right here in Delaware.”
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kudos

Fourth straight Readers’ Choice honor for WSFS
WSFS Financial 

Corporation has 
been named the “Top 
Bank” in Delaware 
by the readers of 
The News Journal 
and delawareonline.
com in their annual 
Readers’ Choice 
Awards for 2014. 

This is the fourth 
consecutive year that 
WSFS was presented with this award.

“We are honored to be chosen as the best bank 
in Delaware for the fourth year in a row by our 
Customers and Community friends,” said Mark A. 
Turner, WSFS CEO. “This recognition, combined 
with recent news of being named a Top Workplace 
for the ninth consecutive year, as well as instituting 
a stock buyback program and a 25  percent increase 
to our third quarter dividend, demonstrates the 

successful execution of our strategy for Associates, 
Customers and Shareholders.”

WSFS was the winner of the Professional Services 
– Bank category. 

Wheeler, Wolfenden & Dwares wins top 
honor

Wheeler, Wolfenden & Dwares, CPAs , 
Wilmington, recently received top honors as one 
of only ten firms across the country designated 
“Best of the Best Under $5 Million” as a result of 
INSIDE Public Accounting’s (IPA) 24th Annual 
Survey and Analysis of Firms.

 Recognized for overall  financial and operational 
performance on more than 70 IPA criteria, 
WW&D earned the  distinction based on a 
combination of planning, strategy, and execution in 
a field of 540 firms nationwide, that included more 
than 100 competing companies in the Northeast 
region. 

Firm Managing Director, 
David Wolfenden said,  “We 
are extremely gratified by this 
recognition. Day-in and day-out 
our team consistently operates 
at the highest levels – externally 
with our clients and internally 
through management and 
procedural excellence. We’ve 
worked hard to institutionalize a 
higher standard here.”

He continued,  “WW&D has developed a 
strategy that enables us to perform at a much 
higher level and to excel in a highly competitive 
marketplace,” says  Wolfenden. He continues, 
“Over time, we’ve created an optimal combination 
of vision, planning, training, and execution that 
results in consistently superior performance. 
We like to think that our clients are the real 
beneficiaries of this approach.”

Continued on next page

Wolfenden



Since 1994, INSIDE Public Accounting (IPA) 
has named the Best of the Best Firms in the 
United States.  Wheeler, Wolfenden & Dwares, 
P.A., Certified Public Accountants is a full-service 
CPA firm, with offices in Lewes and Wilmington. 
WW&D supports its clients with a broad range of   
traditional tax, accounting, and advisory services 
tailored to the needs of individuals, businesses, and 
nonprofit entities.

Delaware Physicians Care in top 10 
percent

Delaware Physicians Care, an Aetna Medicaid 
plan, has been selected as one of the top Medicaid 
Plans among hundreds in the nation by the 
National Committee for Quality Assurance 
(NCQA) in its Medicaid Health Insurance Plan 
Rankings 2014-2015.  The ranking is based on 
clinical quality, member satisfaction and NCQA 
accreditation scores. 

Delaware Physicians Care ranked 27th, in the top 
10 percent of the plans evaluated, and improved its 
position from last year when it was ranked 34th.  

NCQA evaluated more than 270 Medicaid health 
plans and ranked 136 of those based on clinical 
performance, member satisfaction and NCQA 
Accreditation. 

NCQA is a private, non-profit organization 
dedicated to improving health care quality.  NCQA 
accredits and certifies a wide range of health care 
organizations.  Delaware Physicians Care has more 
than 137,000 Medicaid, long-term care and dual-
eligible members. (Dual eligible members receive 
both Medicaid and Medicare.)

TechSolv wins award
Ben Franklin’s Shale Gas Innovation & 

Commercialization Center  announced their 
2nd Annual Shale Gas Environmental, Health, 
& Safety (EH&S) Award  at the SHALE 
INSIGHT 2014™ Technology Showcase event.  
The Technology Showcase, is the highlight of the 
Marcellus Shale Coalition’s  Shale Insight 2014  
Pre-Conference Workshop and Conference. 

 The 2014 Shale Gas EH&S Award was presented 
to TekSolv, Newark,  for their development of a 
commercially available gas detection sensor system.  
The TekNet  Gas Detection System  identifies 
explosive buildup of dangerous gases during the 
drilling and fracking process. 

The  capabilities of the TekNet System were 
exhibited during an extensive demonstration effort 
supported by one of the most active operators in 
the Marcellus Shale. The technology brings a new 
platform to market that is especially effective and 
accurate at monitoring the buildup of gases in wet 
gas operations.

kudos
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John Mouser, president of TekSolv and 
Amye McDearmon, TekSolv marketing & 
communications manager, are  pictured with the 
2014 SGICC EH&S Award along with Bill Hall, 
SGICC Director.
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Trending this week
Most viewed stories this week at 

DelawareBusinessDaily.com

1. (Photo gallery) Tabletop Networking at the 
Chase Center

2. (Photo gallery) A tasty Taste of Newark

3. (Photo gallery) duPont Hospital for 
Children celebrates upcoming opening

4. (Photo gallery) Cabela’s opens store near 
Christiana Mall

5. (Photo gallery) 2nd phase of Lighthouse 
Cove condominiums under way in Dewey 
Beach

6. Frontier Airlines returning to Philadelphia 
as service is reduced in Delaware

7. (Gallery) Kraft Foods Dover celebrates 
50th anniversary

8. Christiana Mall area moves into the fast 
lane

9. Gioffre forms commercial realty firm

10. (Updated) Despite new exterior, no 
opening date has been set for Fuddruckers

The owner of the Newark Post is 
expanding its chain of newspapers and 
related websites.

Adams Publishing Group has purchased the 
Athens News, a twice-weekly in the same city where 
Adams owns the Athens Messenger daily newspaper 
in the city that is the home of Ohio University.

The two newspapers will operate separately, 
according to a story in the  Athens News.

Last spring, Adams purchased a large chunk 
of American Consolidated Media. The purchase 
included ACM Chesapeake papers that include 
the Post, Cecil Whig, Elkton  and Star Democrat in 
Easton, Md.  

 Also part of the deal was the Athens Messenger 
and other Ohio papers, as well Minnesota and 
Wisconsin weeklies and small dailies owned by 
ACM.

The remainder of American Consolidated Media, 
small newspapers in Texas, Oklahoma and Texas 
, was sold to a company that controls Gatehouse 

newspapers. Delaware Gatehouse papers  include 
the Dover Post, Middletown Transcript  and the 
Community News, Hockessin.

ACM had  a brief and a rocky history  that  
started with the purchase of community papers 
at hefty prices. That led to a heavy debt load 
piled up by its Australian owners with  control of 
the company going to its lenders. Management 
focused on a “Digital First, Print Best” strategy 
while cutting  staff and other costs  as advertising 
sales fell.  Since the spring ACM deal,  Adams  
has added to those holdings with newspapers 
and related websites in southern Minnesota and 
northern Wisconsin. There have been few signs of  
major investments in media properties. 

 Adams has retained top managers and reportedly 
the  staffs of  the acquired newspapers. Adams, 
based in Minneapolis, is controlled  by Stephen 
Adams, a reputed billionaire whose family holdings 
have included  billboard companies, magazines, 
wineries and services for recreational vehicles. - 
Doug Rainey. Rainey is former Editor of the Newark 
Post. 

Newark Post owner expands
its Ohio newspaper holdings
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Christiana Care Health System unveiled 
The Rocco A. Abessinio Family 
Wilmington Health Center at Wilmington 

Hospital. 
Christiana Care trustee Rocco A. Abessinio and 

his family are supporting the Wilmington Hospital 
Transformation Project - designed to advance 
patient- and family-centered care - with a $1 
million gift.

The redesigned and renovated health center 
was renamed in honor of the Abessinio family: 
Rocco A. Abessinio, his wife Mary and adult 
children Mardee, Peter, Vincent, Joanne and their 
families. The transformed facility sets the stage for 
collaboration and coordination among primary-
care providers and specialists, all in one location, so 
that patients can make more informed decisions to 
better manage their health, according to the health 
care system.

Abessinio and family have interests in banking, 
real estate and investment banking. Holdings 
include Applied Bank, Newark.

“The Abessinio family’s generous gift enables us 
to reimagine the health center in ways that will 
advance the well-being of our neighbors and our 
community for generations to come,” said Robert 
J. Laskowski, M.D., CEO of Christiana Care. “We 
are grateful to Mr. Abessinio for his long-standing 
dedication to Christiana Care and for the Abessinio 
family’s partnership in improving the health of the 
neighbors we are privileged to serve.”

The Wilmington Health Center provides early 
67,500 patient visits each year.

“All families and communities deserve the 
excellence in health care that Wilmington 
Hospital and Christiana Care provide,” 
Abessinio said. “It is an honor for our family 
to support the expansion of this historic, 
community-focused hospital and health system.”

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, more than 
100 doctors, nurses and staff joined Christiana 
Care leaders and the Abessinio family to mark 
the official opening of the Abessinio Family 
Wilmington Health Center.

Edmondo Robinson, M.D., physician-in-chief of 
Wilmington Hospital and associate chief medical 
officer of Christiana Care, said the Abessinio 
family’s gift supports “the vision for this campus 
— the vision of what we could be and what we 
will be. We are not just taking care of patients 
when they are ill, but keeping them healthy 

Abessinio donates $1 million to Family Health Center

Rocco Abessinio joins physicians, nurses and staff 
of the newly opened Rocco A. Abessinio Family 
Wilmington Health Center. Christiana Care photo.

Continued on next page
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when they are well.” The Rocco A. Abessinio 
Family Wilmington Health Center continues the 
transformation of Christiana Care’s Wilmington 
campus. “We are providing state-of-the-art care in a 
healing atmosphere,” said Sharon Kurfuerst, senior 
vice president. The redesign and transformation 
of Christiana Care’s Wilmington Hospital began 
with construction in 2009 with a total price tag 
of more than $200 million. Improvements to  the 
Wilmington campus include:

A new main lobby.

- An expanded Emergency Department with state-
of-the-science treatment rooms to handle complex 
patient needs.

- An upgraded 30-bed unit for the Center for 
Advanced Joint Replacement.

- A new intensive-care unit.

- 13 larger, technologically advanced operating 
rooms in the new surgical suite.

Throughout the construction, Christiana Care’s 
Wilmington Hospital campus has remained in 
operation.

Upon completion of the  project next spring, 
the redesigned Wilmington Hospital will have 
expanded by 337,000 square feet, with a 1 million-
square-foot, facility including a nine-story tower, an 
Emergency Department double its current size and 
the Blue Granite Cafe, operated by Au Bon Pain, 
opening  this month.

The Wilmington Hospital campus has served the 
community since 1888.

Highmark walk raises $80,000
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Delaware 

(Highmark Delaware) announced that the first-ever 
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community in the 
state of Delaware raised nearly $80,000 for the 17 
participating nonprofit organizations. The walk will 
also be held for a second year.

“We are thrilled that the Highmark Walk for 
a Healthy Community in Delaware was such a 
success, with about 1,300 people joining us at 
Bellevue State Park for the event,” said Highmark 
Delaware President Tim Constantine. “We want to 
thank all of the walkers and charitable organizations 
for their enthusiastic efforts on walk day and for the 
work they do all year long to serve our neighbors in 
need.” 

The annual walk will be moving to June in 2015, 
and will be held at Bellevue State Park on Saturday, 
June 6,. Local health and human service-focused 
nonprofit organizations that want to be a part of 
the 2015 Walk for a Healthy Community can apply 
online at www.walkforahealthycommunity.org by 
clicking “Join the Walk” at the bottom of the page 
and submitting an application for the Wilmington 
walk. Applications are due by close of business on 
Friday, Oct. 17, 2014.
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The Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce joined Haass’ Family Butcher Shop 
last month in a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate their new location.

Haass’ Family Butcher Shop is a family store that has been in business since 1955. 
Haass’ Family Butcher Shop has been managed by family and close friends over the 
last 57 years. The store started as a mom and pop single store front operation and 
was handed down from father, to wife, and then to son. The business has remained 
family operated and continues to follow this path. 

 
The mission statement of Haass’ Family Butcher Shop is to operate and grow 

an outstanding butchering business, meeting the needs of farmers and consumers 
in the Delaware and Eastern Shore region. Visit www.haassmeats.com for more 
information.

New location for Haass’ shop

55+ community in Smyrna
area getting new club house

Late last month, residents 
of the Village of Eastridge 
joined Delaware State 
Representative Charles 
“Trey” Paradee (Legislative 
District 29), Benchmark 
Builders’ President Steve 
Bomberger and Vice 
President of Project 
Management Fred Fortunato along with other key Benchmark 
Builders employees for the  ground breaking  ceremony of the 
community’s 3300 square foot clubhouse in the Smyrna area.

“We wanted to accelerate the construction schedule of the 
clubhouse to show our commitment to our home buyers and 
provide them with a clubhouse now rather than later,” said 
Bomberger. “It will make a great community even better.” 
Completion is expected by spring, 2015.

The clubhouse will have all the “bells and whistles,” according 
to Fred Fortunato, including a fitness room, recreation/game 
room with billiard table, kitchen, and great room with fireplace. 
Outside, there will be bocce ball and shuffleboard courts as 
well as a large patio for outdoor barbecues. “Even a big-screen 
TV with  Wii is planned for those late night virtual bowling 
leagues,” said  Fortunato.

http://www.haassmeats.com/


Click on image at right for video

Longwood Gardens will make $90 
million  in major improvements to its Main 
Fountain Garden in Kennett Square, Pa. 

near the Delaware border. The  fountain will close 
until 2017.

The  investment,  “New Heights: The Fountain 
Revitalization Project,” will replace the 83-year-
old fountains’ systems with the latest technology, 
improve guest access to the garden, and add 
new elements that honor the  original design by 
Longwood Gardens founder Pierre S. du Pont. 
Groundbreaking will begin in mid-October of this 
year and the Main Fountain Garden will reopen in 
spring 2017.

“New Heights is a part of our long-term 
commitment to delivering a world-class experience 
for all our guests.” said Executive Director,  Paul B. 
Redman. The project will feature:

- Restoration by specialists of the original limestone 
reliefs and fountains throughout the five-acre 
garden.

- Total  replacement of the fountains’ electric and 
plumbing infrastructure with 21st-century systems, 

allowing the fountains to run more efficiently and 
for a significantly longer period during the year.

- New water choreography, which will include jets 
that project water 175 feet in the ai - 45 feet higher 
than the current capabilities; the jets will also allow 
for more precise control of the water movement 
to create unique undulating, flexing, and spinning 
effects.

- Replacement of the fountain lighting system with 
energy-efficient LED lights, which will also allow 
the water choreography to take on a new range of 
colors.

- The re-opening of the elegant south wall, which 
has been closed to the public for the last 20 years, 

containing a total of  20 wall-mounted fountains.

- The  Grotto, entered from passageways on either 
side of the loggia, which lead to a vaulted central 
hall; at the center will be a circular water curtain 
wall and oculus that allows natural light to enter the 
space.

- A trellis bridge connecting to the Fountain 
Terrace allowing guests to look out over the 
surrounding gardens.

- A renovated pump house lobby, which will 
showcase the original pumps that powered the Main 
Fountain Garden from 1931 to 2014.

(Video) $90 mil. fountain project announced at Longwood

Continued on next page
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- An enhanced landscape 
that includes increased 
planting, enhanced 
horticultural displays, and 
expanded, fully accessible 
walking areas.

“Our founder Pierre S. 
du Pont created the Main Fountain Garden for the 
enjoyment and delight of his guests at Longwood. 
Over the past eight decades, they have become a 
beloved part of our grounds,” said Redman. “The 
Gardens and its Board of Trustees have been planning 
for the revitalization of these iconic fountains for many 
years now. We  are preserving Mr. du Pont’s legacy 
and adding to it.”through beautiful new plantings, the 
creation of new spaces in which to relax and reflect, 
and improved accessibility so guests can walk freely 
among the fountains .”

Firms chosen for the project include; 
Beyer Blinder Belle, an architectural firm specializing 

in historic preservation, will lead the renovation 
project and a team of local, national, and international 
designers. BBB will also take the lead on reimagining 
the existing architecture to accommodate a greater 
range of visitors and to improve visitor flow and access 
to different areas of the Garden.

West 8, a  landscape architecture firm, will design the 
garden’s public spaces to harmonize with the original 
design and enhance the Main Fountain Garden’s 
horticultural elements, as well as creating new gardens 
that will be new amenities for Longwood’s guests.

Fluidity Design Consultants, a Los Angeles-based 
water feature design and engineering firm, will oversee 
the incorporation of state-of-the-art infrastructure to 
the fountains. The firm  will also add  new capabilities 
to control the water’s movement that will enhance 
Longwood’s  Illuminated Fountain Shows.

.
du Pont  personally  designed the five-acre Fountain 

Garden, incorporating both French and Italian 
elements. The goal was to rival the fountains he had 
seen in Europe and at the 1893 World Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago.

Redman  concluded,  “New Heights is a part of our 
long-term commitment to delivering a world-class 
experience for all our guests. The project will ensure 
that our guests enjoy this iconic fountain collection 
for decades to come. Longwood will remain open 
throughout the Fountain Revitalization Project, with 
special one-time, summer programming and events to 
provide our audiences with exciting new cultural and 
horticultural experiences.” 
     

Fountain to soar to new heights
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Lobbying topic
of Hagley talk
Hagley Museum and Library announced 

that Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse will speak 
op“Lobbying: The Business of Politics and 
the Politics of Business in America,” on 
Thursday, November 20. 

Waterhouse will describe  changes in 
how lobbyists—particularly corporate 
lobbyists—got their way (and sometimes 
didn’t) in Washington, D.C., in the mid 
and late 20th century. The talk begins at 
7 p.m. Admission is free. Reservations are 
requested; call (302) 658-2400, ext. 243, or 
email clockman@hagley.org. 

The lecture will be held in the Soda House 
auditorium. 

This Hagley Author Talk is based upon 
Waterhouse’s recently published book, 
Lobbying America: The Politics of Business 
from Nixon to NAFTA (Princeton 
University Press, 2014).  Lobbying America 
explores the role that large, national 
business associations—and their lobbyists—
played in shaping economic policy and 
conservative politics.

http://www.beyerblinderbelle.com/
http://www.west8.nl/
http://www.fluidity-design.com/
http://www.hagley.org/
mailto:clockman@hagley.org
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/10135.html
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/10135.html


update

WSFS Financial 
Corporation, 
Wilmington,  
announced that its 
board has approved 
a quarterly cash 
dividend of $0.15 per common share payable 
on November 21  to shareholders of record as of 
November 7.

This represents an increase of $0.03 per common 
share from the second quarter 2014 dividend of 
$0.12 per share, or a 25 percent  increase. WSFS 
last increased its dividend in 2008.

The board of WSFS Financial Corporation has 
also authorized a stock repurchase program of up to 
5 percent  of total outstanding shares of common 
stock, or approximately 470,000 shares. WSFS has 
approximately 9,400,000 shares of common stock 
outstanding. 

Under the program, purchases may be made 
from time to time in the open market or through 
negotiated transactions, subject to market 
conditions and other factors, and in accordance 
with applicable securities laws. There is no fixed 
termination date for the repurchase program, 
and the repurchase program may be suspended 
or discontinued at any time. WSFS had an active 
share repurchase program from 1996 – 2008.

Mark A. Turner, WSFS CEO, said,  “The return 
to an increased cash dividend and a stock buyback 
reflects our strong capital position and earnings 
momentum. These combined actions provide 
increased returns to our broad shareholder base, 
while also maintaining the flexibility to reinvest 
in the business and pursue attractive growth 
opportunities.”

WSFS Financial Corporation’s primary subsidiary, 
WSFS Bank, is the oldest, locally-managed bank 
and trust company headquartered in Delaware with 

$4.9 billion in assets on its balance sheet and $10.6 
billion in fiduciary assets,

Evraz to sell minority stake in US. 
mills

Evraz  North America, a part of the Russian 
steel company, has 
registered with 
regulators as it 
plans to spin off a 
35 percent stake in 
the company. Evraz 
owns a steel mill in 
Claymont that was shuttered last  year.

Evraz is based in London, but has the bulk of its 
holdings in Eastern Europe. It is facing pressures 
from Russian military  actions in Ukraine that 
have resulted in sanctions. A major shareholder 
is Roman Abramovich, one of that nation’s 
“oligarchs.” who  ended up controlling large pieces 

Continued on next page
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of the economy after state-owned businesses were 
sold. Bloomberg  reported Abramovich and other 
majority owners of the company are not subject to 
sanctions that came after the military action.

The company paid premium prices for its North 
American mills that have faced competition from 
imported steel. That included the now-idled 
Claymont mini mill  which was purchased  for 
more than half a billion dollars. The company’s 
other mills in Oregon, Colorado and Canada have  
been aided by demand for steel used in oil and gas 
production.

The Claymont plant produced steel plate used in 
construction projects.

Evraz would have still have a controlling interest 
in the North American entity.

Shire to pay penalty to state

Shire Pharmaceuticals will pay Delaware 
$137,000 as part of a national settlement with state 
and federal governments to resolve allegations that 

the company 
improperly 
marketed its 
drugs for off-label 
uses. The entire 
settlement totals $56.5 million. The agreement 
settles charges that Shire, a Pennsylvania-based 
subsidiary of a British company launched 
marketing campaigns for Adderall XR, Vyvanse, 
Daytrona, Lialda and Pentasa, promoting the drugs 
for uses for which they had not received Food 

and Drug Administration approval, according 
to a release from Attorney General Beau Biden. 
Delaware’s $137,000 payment will go to Delaware’s 
Division of Medicaid and Medical Assistance, as 
reimbursement for previous Medicaid expenses that 
were incurred as a result of the drugs being used for 
off-label purposes. 

 
As a condition for the settlement, Shire has 

entered into a Corporate Integrity Agreement 
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(CIA) with the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services. General, which will closely 
monitor the company’s future marketing and sales 
practices.

 
The settlement resulted from two qui tam lawsuits 

originally filed  in the United States District Courts 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the 
Northern District of Illinois.

Atlanta 
company 
buys  Pine 
Mountain 
Springs

DS Services 
of America, Inc. (DS Services), owner of the 
Crystal Springs bottled water brand, has acquired 
the business of Pine Mountain Springs based in 
Newark.  The acquisition enhances DS Services’ 
market position in Delaware, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, and provides additional beverage 
selections for Pine Mountain Springs’ customers 

where they live, work and play.  No sales price was 
disclosed. Pine Mountain Springs’ customers will 
be able to order  new products, including sparkling 
water, coffee and tea selections, plus manage their 
account and delivery schedule online. 

 “We will work to ensure a smooth transition, 
and look forward to serving these new customers at 
their homes and offices,” said Bill Logan, senior vice 
president and general manager, Northern Division, 
DS Services.  

One of the country’s largest providers of bottled 
drinking water, brewed beverages and water 
filtration services, DS Services owns a number of 
regional and national beverage brands. 

It also  owns the water.com domain name.  “We 
welcome customers of Pine Mountain Springs to 
the DS Services family and look forward to offering 
them a wide variety of products and services,” said 
Tom Harrington, president and CEO, DS Services.

 
World Trade in Motion event tonight

World Trade in Motion annual event is slated for 

Wednesday night. The annual event  will be  held 
by the World Trade Center of Delaware at the 
World Cafe Live at the Queen from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m.

 The event offers the opportunity to meet contacts 
from other industries and  learn more on  how they 
are navigating the challenges of import/export. 
Click here to register. 

The World Trade Center of Delaware assists 
companies in importing and  exporting goods and 
services. 
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Click here for  online photo gallery

Meddings named SVP at WSFS

WSFS Financial Corporation 
announced that Gillian T. 
Meddings has joined WSFS 
Bank as Senior Vice President 
and Director of Innovation.

Meddings fills a new role at 
WSFS Bank and heads up the 
“WSFS Winnovation” team, 
tasked with exploring and 
implementing non-traditional banking initiatives 
that provide added value to customers, according to 
a company release.

Meddings has more than  25 years of experience in 
the financial services industry and has held Director 
roles in growth strategies, consumer marketing, 
corporate initiatives and product development. She 
has been part of the leadership teams at MBNA, 
Chase and most recently Sallie Mae, where she 
managed the product development for the private 
student loan business.

“Gill comes to us with a depth and breadth of 

experience that will strengthen our innovation 
efforts and boost our momentum,” said Mark A. 
Turner, WSFS  CEO.  We are excited to welcome 
Gill and her many talents to our senior leadership 
team.”

Meddings has both an undergraduate degree 
and a master’s degree from 
Oxford University in the 
United Kingdom. She lives in 
Wilmington, Delaware with her 
husband and two children.

Downing named VP at 
DSU

Delaware State University has 
named Dr. Stacy Downing 
as its new vice president of 
Student Affairs and Enrollment Management. 

Prior to this appointment  Downing served as 
DSU’s associate vice president of Student Affairs 
since August 2013.

 With this promotion to vice president,  Downing 
will be part of the DSU president’s senior 
administrative council and will oversee the following 

departments and offices: Residential Education and 
Student Life, Career Services, Student Leadership 
and Activities, Public Safety, Judicial Affairs, the 
MLK Jr. Student Center, Campus Events Planning, 
the Wellness and Recreation Center, Health 
Services, Counseling, and Enrollment Management.

Prior to her arrival to DSU in 2013, Dr. Downing 
served as the vice president of Student Affairs 
for Philander Smith College from 2011-2013, 
as director of Student Activities and Leadership 
Development at the University of Cincinnati from 
2006-2011 as well as other student affairs-related 
director and program director posts from 1999-
2006 at that institution. 

She also served as an adjunct instructor for 
freshmen seminar-type courses and graduate 
Educational Leadership courses during her tenures 
at both Philander and UC.

Downing has a Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
from the University of Cincinnati (in Ohio), a 
Master of Science in Criminal Justice from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati, and an Ed.D. in Urban 

Meddings

Downing
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Educational Leadership from the University of 
Cincinnati.

Czachorowski joins Eckert Seamans

The national law firm of Eckert Seamans Cherin 
& Mellott, LLC announced  that Aimee M. 
Czachorowski has joined the firm’s Wilmington 
office as an associate in the Litigation Division. 
Czachorowski focuses her practice on corporate 
and commercial litigation, including contract 
disputes and matters involving fiduciary duties and 
corporate governance. She represents a broad range 
of clients, including corporations, shareholders, 
directors, officers, and members and managers of 
alternate entities. She also has extensive experience 
representing clients in equitable matters in 
Delaware’s Court of Chancery.

Czachorowski received her J.D. and bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Michigan. She is 
admitted to practice in Delaware and Pennsylvania. 
In addition, she serves as the vice president of the 
University of Michigan Alumni Club of Delaware.

 Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC has more 
than 350 attorneys located in 15 offices throughout 
the United States

Mihok named partner at 
Archer

The Archer Group announced 
today that it has made Chief 
Financial Officer, Tim Mihok, a 
Partner and member of its Board 
of Directors.

As a Certified Public 
Accountant, Tim has been 
instrumental in the growth and success of 
The Archer Group. His background in audit, 
internal controls, and taxation was critical in 
establishing the organizational discipline that has 
enabled Archer to create a stable and predictable 
foundation. 

“Tim does a great job of balancing the financial 
prudence of the organization while cultivating the 
Archer culture that we believe is second to none,” 
says Archer Principal Michael Derins. “He’s more 

than our CFO. He gets what we’re trying to do 
here, that we want to be an agency that truly stands 
apart, and he helps us figure out ways to make it 
possible.”

“Since day one I recognized that we had 
something special in Tim,” adds Archer Principal 
Todd Miller. “It’s been great to see him grow as an 
individual at Archer and make such a big impact. 
He has been highly influential in the trajectory of 
our business and I’m excited that the business will 
continue to benefit from his talents for a good long 
time.”

Two join Newark office 
Bill Lyons, manager 

of Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Fox & Roach, 
Realtors  Newark Office, 
announced two additions  
Crystal King and  Sherri 
Lierenz.

King is a member of the 
New Castle County Board of  Realtors  She 
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resides in Bear with her husband, Henry, and their 
four children. King serves New Castle and Kent 
counties. 

Lierenz is a member of the 
New Castle County Board 
of  Realtors and Delaware 
Association of  Realtors.  

She specializes in investors and 
buyers. Lierenz resides in Bear 
with her husband, John, who 
is also a Realtor on the Ruckle 
Team, and their two daughters. She serves New 
Castle and Kent counties.

Moser named manager at Master, 
Sidlow

The Accounting and Consulting firm of 
Master, Sidlow & Associates, P.A., Wilmington, 
announced the recent promotion of Gregory 
Moser to Manager.  Moser joined  Master, Sidlow 
& Associates  in 2004.  Greg is a member of the 
Accounting and Assurance Services department 
and provides audit, accounting, and tax services 

to business and individual  clients.  Moser is a 
member of the Delaware Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and the American  Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants.   He graduated 
from Goldey-Beacom College with a degree in 
accounting.

Master, Sidlow & Associates, P.A. is a regional 
certified public accounting and consulting 
firm serving businesses primarily in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.  The firm provides 
accounting and auditing, tax, financial planning, 
and business valuation services.

Ogunlade joins Bayhealth practice

Bayhealth Women’s Care Associates in Milford 
expands their practice with the addition of 
obstetrician and gynecologist Busola Ogunlade, 
MD.

The practice is part of the Bayhealth Medical 
Group, a partnership of   physicians, their clinical 
staffs, and an administrative support team that 
operates practices throughout central and southern 
Delaware.

Ogunlade strives to provide each of her patients 

with individualized care. She  
provides well-woman services, 
maternity and postpartum care 
for women of all ages.  

Ogunlade earned her bachelor’s 
degree in biology from Howard 
University in Washington, DC, 
in 1999, and earned her medical 
degree, magna cum laude, from 
American University of Antigua 
School of Medicine in 2009. She completed 
her internship and residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Crozer Chester Medical Center in 
Upland, Pa., in 2014. During her residency, she 
was recognized for Excellence in Patient Care and 
Excellence in Medical Student Training.

She is a fellow of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and member of the 
American Institute of Ultrasound Medicine, 
American Reproductive Health Professionals, and 
American College of Physicians.
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Painting Parties offers entertainment and art

Laura Ashby, and her team at Painting Parties, work to help customers 
discover their  artistic sides in a non-storefront setting.

Ashby, was a finance manager for MBNA/Bank of America for many years 
but  economic and management changes led her to look at other options.

“Paint and Sip” events are popular across the country with many franchise 
businesses popping up in major cities.  Taking advantage of this trend puts 
Painting Parties in the right place at the right time, she said. 

 “I love it. This  is what I do now; I love painting, instructing, managing 
and being an independent business owner...it’s all good.  This is something 
that brings joy to everyone involved.  That’s worth pursuing,”  Ashby said.

Painting Parties takes the show on-the-road via partnership with 
restaurants and wineries across Delaware and parts of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania.  Customers  have their favorite food and beverage while a 
local artist guides them step-by-step through the creation of their  personal 
artwork.

Guests celebrate everything from a ‘Girls’ Night Out’ to a corporate team 
building event or bridal shower, she said. 

  In addition to the selection of venues available, Painting Parties provides 
choices such as painting on wine glasses or canvas, color selection and canvas 
size.  Since the June launch,  Painting Parties has hosted 18 events -  the 

largest at the Chesapeake Inn in Chesapeake City, Md.  with 47 guests. 
Laura is currently leading  parties  with artist and  Creative Director, Jarred 
Fisher.  

A native of the Wilmington area, Jarred is currently enrolled in the full-
time professional program at Nelson Shank’s Studio Incamminati, in 
Philadelphia. In 2007,  he graduated from Delaware College of Art and 
Design in Wilmington  with a degree  in Fine Art.  

Christy Smith, Lauri Vent  and Stephanie Przbylek are also  members of 
the team.  The come with a  love of art, teaching and socializing  support 
marketing efforts and contribute to the portfolio of painting selections and  
instruction, Ashby said.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Painting-Parties/737747626266717


ANOTHER TASTY TASTE OF NEWARK 
CLICK HERE  for online photo gallery
The Taste of Newark was held Sunday 

under sunny skies.

The late September event featured  small 
dishes  from  four dozen restaurants, as well 
as wine offerings. Another highlight was a 
battle of  local chefs. 

Taste of Newark   raises funds  for the 
Downtown Newark Partnership and  Hotel, 
Restaurant and Institutional Management at 
the University of Delaware. (Photos courtesy 
of Bill Sullivan).

http://delawarebusinessdaily.com/2014/09/photo-gallery-tasty-taste-newark/


business licenses
Editor’s note: Business licenses are 
issued by the State of Delaware as 
a revenue raising tool. These are  
licences for new businesses, dating 
from Feb.. 1, 2014 

Mover
HITMAN TOWING RECOVERY 1400 
PEOPLES PLZ STE 104 NEWARK, DE  
19702-5706  

 J & C TRUCK SERVICE LLC JULISSA 
CASTRO 40 DONWOOD DR NEW 
CASTLE, DE  19720-3706  

J & J MARAVILLA 
TRANSPORTATION 12225 COUNTY 
SEAT HWY LAUREL, DE  19956-2639 

J M AJA TRANSPORTATION LLC 524 
W HOLLY OAK RD WILMINGTON, DE  
19809-1306 

Contractor
HMN CONSTRUCTION LLC 402 CAR-
LISLE LN MILFORD, DE  19963-1522  
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CONNECTIONS 120 PUGH 
RD OXFORD, PA  19363-4405 

HUBBARD DAWN M  D & M 
CUSTOM COATINGS 6945 RELIANCE 
RD FEDERALSBURG, MD  21632-1917

INDECOR INC 8222 LEHIGH 
AVE MORTON GROVE, IL  60053-2615  

INDEPENDENT SCAFFOLD, INC. 2 
OCHELTREE DR WILMINGTON, DE  
19808-4337  

INTERGRATED MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES LLC 673 BOOT 
RD DOWNINGTOWN, PA  19335-3920 

INTERIORSCAPES, INC. 1157 E DADE 
186 ASH GROVE, MO  65604-7340 

J & C CABLE LLC 312 N MARYLAND 
AVE WILMINGTON, DE  19804-1302 

J & R WOODWORKS LLC 1893 
HONEYSUCKLE RD CAMDEN WYO, 
DE  19934-3711

  J GORSKI CONSTRUCTION 
INC 1512 BUCK RD FSTRVL 
TREVOSE, PA  19053-2211  

J&J CONSTRUCTION CO LLC 9287 
MILLER RD UNIT 4 REHOBOTH BCH, 
DE  19971-6124  

J&J CONSTRUCTION CO LLC 9287 
MILLER RD UNIT 4 REHOBOTH BCH, 
DE  19971-6124  

Retailer
HOFFMAN D BRUAN VINTAGE 
VINYL BY YESTERDAY’E FISH 17370 
COASTAL HWY LEWES, DE  19958-
6209  

HOG SLAT INCORPORATED 9293 
NORTH POINT COMMONS SEAFORD, 
DE  19973  

HOLLAND MULCH INC 135 HAY 
RD EDGEMOOR, DE  19809-3508  

ICEHOUSE GAMES 1089 ELKTON 
RD NEWARK, DE  19711-3506

 HORSEY MARIA ELENA’S 
COMMUNICATION & 
BOOK SALES 14446 SLIM 
ST MILTON, DE  19968-2678  

HUMIDICORP LLC 3422 OLD 
CAPITOL TRL # 619 WILMINGTON, DE  
19808-6124  

I AM THE AMERICAN DREAM 
BRD&APP PO BOX 9013 
WILMINGTON, DE  19809-0013  

INVICTUS INDUSTRIES 

INTERNATIONAL 711 CENTERVILLE 
ROAD SUITE 400 WILMINGTON, DE  
19808  

IRON ROD SECURITY 
LLC 1521 CONCORD PIKE STE 
303 WILMINGTON, DE  19803-3644  

COMFORT VARIETY STORE 310 N 
MAIN ST SMYRNA, DE  19977-1078 

IVAH ATHLETICS LLC 957 TAMARA 
DR SMYRNA, DE  19977-2201  

Services
HOFFMAN JAMES HOFF’S LAWN 
CARE 2631 JOHN HURD RD FELTON, 
DE  19943-3235  

HOLLAND PROPERTIES LLC 1515 
SPRING LN WILMINGTON, DE  19809-
2240  

HOLMES TOMECCA 
L AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE 21002 
MAYHEWDR LINCOLN, DE  19960-
2738

HOPE JR CHESTER M PROCUTZ 
LAWNCARE  310 DAVID HALL 
RD DOVER, DE  19904-5463  

 HOPKINS GEORGE E IV E & J LAWN 
CARE 33846 HOPKINS BR 
MILLSBORO, DE  19966-3149  

HUMBLE GENIUS 51 THORN LN APT 
10 NEWARK, DE  19711-4439

I & G LANDSCAPING PLUS LLC 3 
W REDMONT RD WILMINGTON, DE  
19804-3713  

DMODELING, INC 55 E HUNTINGTON 
DR STE 130 ARCADIA, CA  91006-
3239  

ILAWN 383 MARYLAND LINE 
RD TOWNSEND, DE  19734-9542  

IMM ROBERT CHARLES JR 334 W 
MOUNT VERNON ST SMYRNA, DE  
19977-1129  

IMPAQ INTERNATIONAL LLC STE 
300 10420 LITTLE PATUXENT 
PKWY COLUMBIA, MD  21044-3636 

INDIE FRAME FILMS LLC 1807 
WILLIAMSON ST WILMINGTON, DE  
19806-2327   

INKA TATTOO PARLOR 710 ASH 
BLVD MIDDLETOWN, DE  19709-8871

VENTS 26318 PORTSIDE 
LN MILLSBORO, DE  19966-6980  

IT TAKES A VILLAGE DAYCARE 1127 
W 4TH ST WILMINGTON, DE  19805-
3603    

J & V LANDSCAPING LLC 200A 
VIRGINIA AVE  WILMINGTON, DE  
19805-1141  

Motor vehicle dealer
HOLLA BROTHERS MOTORS 
LLC 124 DELAWARE ST UNIT B NEW 
CASTLE, DE  19720-4859  

Pawnbroker
HONEST JOES PAWN & GOLD 
EXCHANGE 38472 DUPONT 
BLVD SELBYVILLE, DE  19975-3041 

Direct care worker 

HUMBERTSON MICHAEL A HUMBEE 
HOME CARE 337 NORTHHAMPTON 
WAY MIDDLETOWN, DE  19709-8345

Wholesaler  

HUTCHINSON CABINETS LLC 244 
BARK BRIDGE RD SEWELL, NJ  
08080-4612  

HYUNDAI POWER 

TRANSFORMERS USA 215 FOLMAR 
PKWY MONTGOMERY, AL  36105-
5513 USA

Car wash
I WASH 515 W 34TH ST WILMINGTON, 
DE  19802-2636  

Manufacturer
INDUSTRIAL REAL ESTATE 
INC SIG SAUER INC 72 PEASE 
BLVD NEWINGTON, NH  03801-6801  

Hotel

INNS OF REHOBOTH BEACH 
LLC HAMPTON INN REHOBOTH 
BEACH 18826 COASTAL 
HWY REHOBOTH BCH, DE  19971-
6150  

Commercial lessor
INTEGRATED PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 440 SPRING HOLLOW 
DR MIDDLETOWN, DE  19709-7801 

Chiropractor 

INTEGRITY SPORT & SPINE 
CHIROPRA 100 BIDDLE AVE STE 
102 NEWARK, DE  19702-3982  

Employment agent 
INTRATEK COMPUTER INC 9950 
IRVINE CENTER DR IRVINE, CA  
92618-4357  

Motor vehicle service
IRVS MC SHOP 5 E REGAL 
BLVD NEWARK, DE  19713-3567 

Travel agency

ISMAAEEL ADIL GREATNESS 
TRAVELS 1524 W 4TH 
ST WILMINGTON, DE  19805-3553 

 


